The distribution, population's number, conservation status and bioecological peculiarities of Persian wild goat (Capra aegagrus Erxleben) have been analised. Possibilities for re-introduction and the most suitable habitats of the species in Bulgaria have been also discussed.
Discussion
The Persian wild goat (Capra aegagrus Erxleben, 1777) (also known as Bezoar wild goat) is the wild predescessor of the domestic goat (Capra hircus Linnaeus, 1758 The question of whether the representatives of Capra genus survived prehistoric times in Bulgaria and Balkan peninsula is controversial (4) . According to the author, ritual astragaluses were discovered in an ancient Greek sanctuary; it is not known whether the remnants came from islands or from the continent but most probably they are of a continental species. It is well known that at a not long time ago, the Persian wild goat was a frequent inhabitant of the high, hard to access in Greece, Albania (most probably in Macedonia as well) and on the island of the Archipelago (Crete and some Cyclades islands) (2) . But gradually its areal narrowed and at the end of XVIII century its presence on the continent was contraversial. The very last case of shooting of Persian wild goat was in 1916 in Greece -in Parnar Dag mountain which is prolongation of Pirin towards Thacia. The shooting was realised in the time of the World War I by a detachment of Bulgarian soldiers during wild boar hunting. The shooted animal was a massive male (body width about 1.5 m), with large horns weighting 3.3 kg and 1.05 m long. The horns of the shooted specimen showed that it was not the unique representative on the continent since pieces from their front edge were broken during the fights with other males.
The body length of C. aegagrus is 120-160 cm, the height in the withers 70-100 cm. The males are with typical long black beard and large, arc-curved a bit towards both sides horns. The colouration of Persian wild goat is brownish, with typical black stripes through the shoulders and sidelong the abdomen. The front sides of the legs and the tail are also black, and the rare parts of the legs and the abdomen -white. Around the eyes, on the neck, and sidelong the body there are typical light areas.
The Persian wild goat is herbivorous, feeding on herbaceous plants and shrubs. It inhabits mountainous areas, where there is a mixture of rocky outcrops (including scree slopes) and vegetation -shrubby thickets (maquis) or coniferous forests but sometimes clime down to the forest The males usually live alone and the femals gather with the young ones to not large flocks (up to 15 animals). They go out for pasture early morning and towards evening, and during the day they rest in rocky recesses or caves with good visibility on the surroundings. Rut lasts from mid December till the end of January (5). Birth season takes place from midJune to mid-July. Twins are common and fecundation is higher than in other conspecific populations.
C. aegagrus is protected by law and it is listed as a vulnerable species because of a population decline and habitat destruction and degradation (IUCN Red List, 2008). It was included in Category II in the Red Data Book of Former Soviet Union (Borodin, 1984, according to Weinberg et al., 2008) . The global population of the species has not been estimated. Although the species ranges very widely, it is probably extremely rare or absent in much of its mapped range. In some places it definetly decreases rapidly. The population trend across its range is likely to be a significant decrease, perhaps as much as 30% over three generations (6) . At the present time, the total population of Persian wild goat is believed to be about 30 000 individuals: 3500-4000 in Caucasus, 6500 in Iran, 2400-3100 in Pakistan, 10 000 in Turkey, and 7000 in Turkmenistan. The major threat for C. aegagrus is the illegal hunting. Although rocky slopes and ridges offer suitable habitats for the species, over-hunting has greatly reduced its number. Other threat for Persian wild goat is competition for food with domestic livestock, and disturbance and habitat loss from logging and land clearing. The Mediterranean region and the Middle East are among the most degraded areas in the world due to their long history of heavy human settlement (1) .
In order to protect populations of the species, prohibition of hunting and strictly controlled livestock grazing are the most popular conservation actions. Re-introduction programs have been proposed in Syria and Lebanon. In Bulgaria C. aegagrus could be re-introduced in some Hunting enterprises of the country. The most suitable places for the species are mountain areas of the Rhodopes, South Pirin and Vitosha. Captive breeding plans should be realised in areas without predators, especially wolves. For this purpose, some existing fences in which mouflon, Ovis orientalis musimon (Pallas), may also be used.
